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Founded July 7, 1989 by a small group 
of concerned citizens, Children’s  
Center originally rented two rooms 
and had one part-time therapist on 
staff.  Four short years later, we 
reached a major milestone and    
purchased our existing building at 415 
W 11th St.  Over the past six years, 
we have been renting additional 
space to allow for expansion of our 
staff and services.  
With board         
leadership and the 
help of our         
dedicated           
volunteers, we are 
proud that we have become a vital 
piece of our community’s fabric.  We 
honor our past as we pause to reflect 
on 20 years of accomplishment, but 
we do not rest on our laurels.  We will    
continue in our quest to bring quality, 
innovative services to the children, 
youth & families of Clark County.   

“When I was 8 years old my mom had 
her first serious panic attack.  This 
was followed by a lifetime of doctors, 
drugs, suicide attempts and           
institutions.  My older sister and I 
took over management of our home 
and younger siblings (there were 6 of 
us), never knowing when Mom would 
be home.  Never was there a support 
system for the children in our         
family.  Nobody explained mental 
illness to us or worked with us to cope 
with our feelings of anger,            
abandonment or fear.  Children's 
Center is helping to change that story 

for Clark County children today 
by giving them a place to seek 
solace, comfort, explanations 
and support as they deal with 
family crisis or their own mental      
illnesses and/or disabilities.  I 
hope by serving on the Board of 
Directors I can be a small part of 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΦέ 
Jeanne Bennett, Board Member 

“DƛǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ Ŏŀƴ  
sometimes be even more       
precious than their dollars.  As a 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
to me to find time to give back to 
my community.  With the limited 
hours I do have available, I 
choose to give my time to     
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ L        
recognize the pivotal role they 
play in helping to provide the 
mental health support our chil-
dren need to prepare them for 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦέ     
Lisa Schauer,   
Board Vice-President     
Our sincere thanks to our past 
and present board members, 
volunteers, generous donors and 
supporters who have helped us 
achieve this milestone.  We are a 
better organization because of 
your involvement. 
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in our family.  Nobody explained  

mental illness to us or worked with us to cope with 

our feelings of anger, abandonment or fear.  ά 

/IL[5w9bΩ{ /9b¢9w  
ANNOUNCES A NEW  
PROGRAM -PATHWAYS 
Over 46 million Americans are 
without health insurance, in-
cluding over 12% of Washingto-
nians. The poor economy, high 

unemployment rate and the 
accompanying stress in families 
has increased the need for 
mental health care for children.  
This care, however, is out of 
reach for families who are   
uninsured or underinsured.  In 
response to this need,          

Children’s Center announces 
PATHWAYS, a new program 
designed to serve uninsured or 
underinsured children and 
youth in need of mental health 
care who otherwise would fall 
through the cracks.   
                                                  (continued on page four) 

We send our warmest wishes for 

a happy holiday season and to 

take this opportunity to ask for 

your support for the important 

services we provide to the    

children and families living in 

Clark County. 

As you know, we serve some of 

our most fragile and vulnerable 

children living in our            

community who struggle with 

mental health issues.            

Emotional, behavioral and   

mental problems affect         

children from all income,     

education, racial, ethnic and 

religious groups. One in five 

children has a mental illness that 

can be successfully treated.  

With professional help, kids do 

get better! 

I know this has been a most  

challenging and difficult time 

for all of us.  We are grateful for 

your past donations and support 

and I am asking you, once 

again, to continue making a 

difference in our community.  

Give kids a chance at success.  

Please consider giving your 

support today.  With each  

success at Childrenôs Center, the          

community wins, too.  Thank 

you for giving generously. 

 

Warmest regards, 

Pat Beckett, Executive Director  

Childrenôs Center is a 501(c)3 

tax exemption organization     

(91-1459420).  All donations 

are tax deductible.   

From the  

Executive Director  



The annual Friends of Children’s 
Center luncheon will be held 
Thursday April 29, at the          
Vancouver Hilton. 

Shelia Hamilton, news director 
and Morning Show co-host at 
101.9 KINK FM radio is the fea-
tured guest speaker for the 2010 
luncheon.  A former investigative 
reporter for KATU, her compelling 
soon-to-be published book “The 
Other Side of Nothing” speaks 
about the impact of mental illness 
on the entire family.  All proceeds 
from the luncheon support the 
mission of Children’s Center to 
provide quality mental health care 
for children and youth in Clark 

County.  Please save the date 
and join us April 29, 2010! 

We invite all business or      
community leaders who believe 
that children are the strength 
of any community to join as a 
Community Partner.            
Community Partners are     
essential to the success of   
Children’s Center and this 
luncheon.  As a Community 
Partner you will be introduced 
at the event, acknowledged in 
the program and may request 
seats to attend the event.   

 

 

This year, Community  
Partners have the  
opportunity to give at the   
following levels: 
Platinum Partner $5,000+ 
Gold Partner $2,500+ 
Silver Partner $1,000+ 
Bronze Partner $500+ 
 
Contact  Children's Center  
for more information about 
the luncheon or helping 
children  in our community. 

S H E I L A  H A M I L T O N  T O  SP E A K  A T   

A P R I L  2 9 ,  2 0 1 0  L U N C HE O N 

нллф CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ 

inspiring story of survival and 
perseverance through the 
rarest and most aggressive 
form of breast cancer.  Many 
thanks to Mary, the Friends, 
and the Red Tie Guys!  The 
event raised over $57,000 
which goes directly to support 
programs at Children’s Center.  

STOP N’ POP the stigma             
surrounding mental illness was the 
theme of the 2009 annual “SPRING 
for the CHILDREN” luncheon held 
on Thursday, April 30th, 2009 at 
the Hilton Hotel in downtown  
Vancouver.  Mary Hunter was the 
chair of the event, ably assisted by 
the marvelous Friends of Children’s 
Center.   A wonderful new addition 
to the luncheon was the                   
“ Red Tie Guys” volunteers who 
helped at the event.  Heidi Marble, 
author of “Waiting for Wings”, was 
the guest speaker, sharing her  

Page 2  N E W S L E T T E R 

April Jones is the farmer behind Gus & 
Company LLC, which is named for Gus, 
the farm dog.  Her 24-acre organic farm 
near Ridgefield participates in the      
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 
program, where families buy shares and 
pick up fresh produce each week during 
the growing season.  Children’s Center’s 
parking lot is a designated pick up point. 
As a community partner with Children’s 
Center, April donates fresh produce to 
our BALANCE program, which helps the 
families of Children’s Center lead    
healthier lifestyles.  “The Children’s    
Center has graciously allowed me to use 

the beautiful, tree‐lined, gravel lot 
east of their building as our          

distribution point. This nonprofit        
organization provides  community‐based 
comprehensive mental health services for 
the youth of Clark County. BALANCE is a 
Children’s Center program aimed at   
reducing childhood obesity and helping 
kids create healthy lifestyles.  Gus & Co. is 
proud to help support this program 
through the donation of fresh weekly 
produce for kids who might not           
otherwise have access to healthy local 
food.” 

A big thank you to Gus & Co! For more 
info: www.gusandco.org  

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ CŀǊƳ  

Sheila Hamilton  

A BIG THANK YOU TO CAMEO  

The amazing women of CAMEO (Cathy 
Anna Mayer Encouraging Others) held an 
exciting and fun-filled “girls night out” 
event in support of Children’s Center in 
July.  Everybody had a great time, and 
over $30,000 was raised to help Clark 
County children with their mental health 
needs!  Thank you, CAMEO members, for 
your incredible generosity! 

April Jones (r)  

http://www.gusandco.org/
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Sponsor $1,000+ 
Anonymous 

Pat & Wayne Beckett 

Earl & Kathleen Bowyer 

Cinda & Bill Connelly 

Richard & Carol Dickey 

Marla & Wayne Heikkala 

Rena & Clyde Holland 

Joanne Kendall 

Allan & Saundra Kirkwood 

Jim & Kay McClaskey 

Steve & Jan Oliva 

Joe & Teresa Pauletto 

Cherry & Ed Shaw 

Jon & Colleen Thrift 

 

Sustaining $500+ 
Anonymous 

David & Jeanne Bennett 

Peg & Steve Busick 

J.R. & Tricia Clemons 

Mrs. Lois A. Cook 

Dr. Ashok Modha & Stephanie Fernandes 

Eric & Judie Fuller 

Tucker and Annette Johnson 

Connie Kearney 

Paul & Judy Kuter 

Liz & Dennis Lane 

Bev & Jon McArthur 

Gloria Nelson 

Jon Scott & Kelly Nolen 

Vicki Pahl 

Jean Ryland 

Dr. Martha Sharman & Dr. Warren Reid 

Joan & Tom Skoro 

Paul Keown & Clyt'e Speidel 

Ernie & Wendy Sturm 

Teresa Vetter Alexander 

Dr. Terry & Mrs. Rosie Williams 

 

Supporter $250+ 
Dr. Gerald and Lori Bader 

Tom & Kristi Brown 

Kathy Corwin 

Bill & Edra Dudley 

Cheryl & Bruce Evans 

Juliet Laycoe Hagley & Tom Hagley 

Fulya & John Hansen 

Mary & Michael Hunter 

Dr. Darrell & Mrs. Janet Miller 

Terri & Ernie Pittaway 

Sondra & Lee Powell 

Mimi Preedy 

Nancy Retsinas 

Robert Ridgley 

Lisa & Al Schauer 

Rebecca Writt 

 

Donor 
Jane & James Adams 

Barrie & Robert Altenhof 

Kate & Cameron Altenhof-Long 

Anonymous 

Jeani Arnold 

Elizabeth Avery 

Nancy & Tony Bacon 

Pam Ballard 

Charlene & Tony Bancel in honor of 

  Marlys & Don Bancel 

Catherine & James Basler 

Ida Bauman 

Ann Bell 

Joli Bell-Wolfe 

Roma Bergstrom 

Steve & Kathy Bernhoft 

Paul & Barbara Bersani 

Kathryne Bias 

Tracy Bienapfl 

Tomi Blackledge 

Kathleen & Theodore Blahnik 

Donna Bleth 

Kermit Macaulay & Ann-Marie Blix 

Colleen Boccia 

Marge Bostad 

Janey & Thomas Brammer 

Nancy Brandon 

Courtney Brazil 

Elizabeth A. Brown 

Jennifer Brown & Aaron Brown 

Harold & Annie Buell 

Cheryl Butler 

Mary & Brad Carlson 

Helen Cartales 

Karen Cebulske 

Judy Chipman 

Ms. Phyllis J Clancy 

Annette Cleveland 

Kathy Norman & Lisa Cline 

Carole Collins 

Mike & Krista Colvin 

Patrick Conroy 

Theresa Cornett in honor of Linden Cornett 

Jim & Sharon Crowson 

Fred & Jeannie Dang 

Kalani Davis 

Dawn & Casey Dean 

Bonnie Deming 

Jill Derry 

Anne Digenis 

Lynne & John DiVittorio 

Mark & Diane DiVittorio 

Arlene & Daniel Doern 

Carmen Dompier 

Jean Doty 

Martha Dover 

Brad & Lisa Dow 

Dr. Gary Miller & Dell Ann Dyar 

Patricia Eby 

Roy & Jean Eddy 

Anita & Perry Elliott 

Elaine Erickson 

Margaret A. Evans 

Jeff & Liz Firstenburg 

Dr. Michael & Mrs. Tonya Flaming 

U.N. Umesh & Opal Gerwig 

Rick & Marilyn Gilbert 

Samara Gilroy-Hicks 

Sharon Grant 

Joyce Greenwood 

Kathleen Griffith 

Jack & Kay Grover 

Naomi A. Hall 

Mary Hanigan 

Jo Marie & Steve Hansen 

Lori Hawkins 

Richard and Justine Heckroth 

Jan & Jeffery Heisler 

Donna and Oliver Hidden 

Cynthia & Dan Higgins 

Pati Hinkel 

Barb Holbrook 

Gretchen Holce 

Jim & Randi Holland 

Lori Holmer 

Gail Houck 

Lori Houser 

Lauren Hsu 

Stephania Hunt 

Valerie Itamura 

Jack Jacobs 

Paula & Scott Johnson 

Beverly Jones 

Dianne Kane 

Ann & Darryl Karr 

Carole & Michael Kelley 

Cris & Pat Kelley 

Patti Keough 

Pat Kirk 

Kathy Kniep 

Jeanne Kojis 

Mrs. Margaret Kretschmar 

Sue Krygier 

Patty & Alan Kuzma 

Erin Lambley 

Angie Laughlin 

Linda Laughlin 

Dr. Bryan & Mrs. Diane Laycoe 

Richard & Jo Lee in honor of Linda Laughlin 

Kyle Canum Leet 

Charmaine Lightheart 

Dr. Edward & Mrs. Kathy Lipp 

Pat Lunstrum 

Constance Lyons 

Cheryl & Daniel MacKay 

Laura & John Maring 

Paula Martin 

Wendy & Joseph Marvin 

Jamie & John Mathieu 

Amanda & David McCallum 

Janet McCormick 

Karla McCutcheon 

Jody & Scott McDonald 

Sherri McMillan 

Rick & Sarah Melching 

Dee Memering 

Helen Meyer 

George & Cynthia Middleton 

Kathy & J. Michael Miller 

Milly Miller  

Shelley Mincks 

Maxine Mitchell 

Todd Mitchell 

Jenna Moore 

Vila Kay Moreland 

Glenda Morgan 

Patricia Mott 

Anne Marie Murphy 

Kathy Nelson 

Sarah Nevue 

Shirley Newton 

Judy Ng 

Donelle & Steve Nieman 

Term Nylund 

Gretchen O'Halloran 

Amanda Otto 

Sally & Dave Palena 

Troy & Wanda Palena 

Karen Palmer 

Paula & Jim Palmer 

Elizabeth Parker 

Megan Patrick 

Rona Patterson 

Lucinda & Richard Payne 

Patty Pepin 

Maria Petersen 

Marcia R. Pfeiffer in memorial of  

 Michael Pfeiffer 

Marianne Prather 

Terry Prill 

Vicki & Raymond Rehfeldt 

Joan & Randall Renner 

Don & Mary Kay Robertson 

Michele & John Rudi 

Jeanie & Jim Rulli 

Kate & David Sacamano 

Jill H. Sasser 

Leanne Sasser 

Karissa Schoene 

Greg & Karen Seifert 

Sally Sellers & Dr. Mike Subocz 

Virginia Sewell 

Ann Shaw 

Elena Shaw 

Jay Sjorgen 

Joleen Skarberg 

Megan Skarberg 

Ann & Gary Skordahl 

Emma & Allen Sloan 

Erin Smiley 

Diana Smith 

Gaylene & Garth Smith 

Charlette Soderberg 

Monica Solmonson 

Shair & Les Springer 

Jackie & Bill Steiner 

William & Marian Steiner 

Margaret B Steinmeier 

Jeanne Stewart in honor of Martha Sharman 

Wendy Stiles 

Betsy Strong 

Stuart Stuple & Bjoern-Eric Hartsfvang 

John & Lois Tennant 

Troy Thomas 

Carrie Vanderzanden 

Eleanor VanTilburg 

Laura & Greg Veasy 

Mr & Mrs Brad Veld 

Anne Vitort 

Tracey & Rick Waid 

Shonda Waldbauer 

Cheryl Walker 

Ann Warren 

Charlene S. Wasson 

Rebecca Weis 

Mary Ann Weisong 

Jennifer Werdel 

Sarah Westphal 

Donna Wiench 

Holly & Ken Williams 

Jevan Williams 

Eric & Maria Alejandra Winkler 

Joan & John Wisti 

Ellen Wood 

Helen Woolery 

Janis Wyatt 

Joan & Richard Yeates 

 

Community Businesses and Organizations 

Achen Development, LLC 

Anderson Glass Co 

Bank of America - Tommy Owens  

 Local Hero Award 

Biggs Insurance Services 

C.A.M.E.O. 

Cowlitz Bank/Bay Bank 

David K. White MD, PC 

Dryke & Associates 

Evergreen Memorial Gardens 

First Independent 

GoodSearch 

Halo Design 

Java House 

Kiewit Pacific Company 

Landscape Management - Rick Gilbert 

Les Schwab Tire Centers of Clark County 

Lizzabeth A's 

MacKay & Sposito, Inc 

Marla Heikkala & Associates, P.S. 

Nellor Retsinas Crawford PLLC 

Rittenhouse Marketing, Inc 

Sharp Microelectronics of the Americas 

St. Joseph Catholic School 

The Sherry A Warshauer Agency, Inc 

U.S. Trust/Bank Of America 

Umpqua Bank 

YWCA 

 

Foundations, Funds and Trusts 

Bank of America Matching Gifts 

Hansen Family Fund, held within the  

 Community Foundation for 

 Southwest Washington 

HP Company Foundation 

Jay & Diane Zidell Charitable Foundation 

Joe and Teresa Pauletto Family Fund, held 

 within the Community  

 Foundation for 

  Southwest Washington 

John J. & Lois A. Tennant Foundation 

Kaseburg Charitable Remainder Trust 

Microsoft Giving Campaign 

Nonprofit Network Giving Circle of  

  Clark County Women 

The Community Foundation's  

 Community Giving Fund 

The Community Foundation 

The Gibney Family Foundation 

The Nutter Family Foundation 

Donations received from 10/1/08 through 9/30/09"  



 

Children’s Center 

P.O. Box 484 

Vancouver, WA 98666 

Phone: 360-699-2244 

Fax: 360-699-1900 

Web: www.thechildrenscenter.org 

Children who are           
uninsured or underinsured 
will receive quality mental 
health services from a child    
therapist with no out of 
pocket cost to the family.  
“Lack of health insurance is 
a significant roadblock for 
people with mental health 
conditions.  Almost 80% of 
people who needed mental 
health treatment but did 
not receive it cited cost as 
the reason.                 
 Underinsurance is also a 
problem: 34% of insured 
people who had unmet 
mental health needs       
indicated that cost was a 
barrier to seeking         

Our thanks to Java House and Halo 
Designs, two Vancouver businesses 
who continue to sponsor an annual 
toy drive on behalf of the kids we 
serve.  Over 300 kids benefit from 
the generosity of these business 
owners and their customers.  If you 
would like to brighten a child’s  
holiday, please drop off a new toy 
to either Java House at 210 W.  
Evergreen Blvd. or Halo Designs at 
1923 Main Street.   
To participate or help with school 
supplies, food drives, or other           
In-kind donations, contact Jevan 
Williams at 
(360) 699-
2244.  Happy 
Holidays!   

 

 

treatment.”             
(National Alliance on     
Mental Illness 2008). This 
vital  program is reliant on 
the generosity of our do-
nors  For more information, 
to donate or to request       
services from this program, 
call Children’s Center           
at 699-2244. 

Toy Drive 
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Urban Obstacle Challenge 

Sherri McMillan and the crew 
from Northwest Personal  
Training sponsored an Urban 
Obstacle      
Challenge in 
September.  
Participants 
climbed 
over, 
crawled 
under, and ran around         
obstacles, having a great time 
while raising money on behalf 
of the kids and families served 
at Children’s Center.  Thanks to 
all for making this such a fun 
and successful event!                      

 

Pathways  (Cont.) 


